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Commandant’s Corner:   Detachment 1298 has had a fantastic year in 2015!!!  We have awarded our scholarships, rendered honors at many Veteran’s funerals, led the charge on having a Veteran’s Day ceremony on the courthouse lawn on November 11th  , instituted by MGySgt John U. Irwin, Jr. and myself, visited all the schools in Alleghany County doing patriotic presentations to the kids. My granddaughter and I did a class/demonstration to a headstart/kindergarten class on the flag and how to respect it. We participated with our float in the Memorial Day, 4th of July and Thanksgiving/Christmas parade.  We gave patriotic speeches on  the courthouse lawn on Memorial and Veterans Day. We donated to the 8th grade class trip and clothing fund at Sparta School, donated to the Children’s Christmas Fund at the Episcopal Church, donated health and comfort items to hospice to fill a dire need. Also we awarded several Certificates of Appreciation to several civic organizations and individuals. The Detachment had several good write-ups in the Alleghany News on our activities throughout the county.  Our Detachment had a very successful sale of tickets on the wormy chestnut pie safe to fund our normal operations for the year 2016 and our civic obligations, not to forget a complete sell-out of our Ball for the 240th Birthday of our beloved U. S. Marine Corps, (I have heard several comment that this was the best Birthday Ball ever).  The dedication of the Veterans Memorial Park by the Detachment.  Many of our Marines and Associates have made anonymous donations to some of our immediate need projects, (An example would be the Lee Church Fund for the Parris Island trip for Lee and his family to see his son become a U. S. Marine).  I may not have mentioned EVERYTHING that our detachment has done in 2015 but we have done a bunch of good in Alleghany County and for our veterans, families, organizations and churches.  The bottom line is this:  The Marines and Associates in the Walter F. Osborne, Jr. Detachment 1298, Marine Corps League made it all happen.  Thank you all for everything that you have done and especially for being a member of this detachment!!!  We are approaching officer selection time for 2016…if you are interested in running for any of our officer slots, or if you would like to recommend someone, please let Marine Joe Hornung know your intentions to stand for election.  Semper Fidelis, Robert W. Overbay, Commandant.
Coming Events:

Scholarship Presentation May
Birthdays!!

January
Bill Crosby 01/04/1933
Suzanne Irwin 01/12/????
Robert Harless 01/14/1950

Evans Ralston 01/31/1946


February

Bill Sebastian 02/17/1931
Sick Call:
 Bill Crosby, Cancer,  Eddie Kluttz kidney infection
Next Meeting will be February 11th!!!

Community Service
The Marines of the Walter F. Osborne Jr., Detachment 1298, Sparta, NC were given a challenge.  The son of Lee Church was graduating from recruit training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island, SC on January 8th, 2016 and the family would like to attend the ceremony.  The challenge was how to transport Lee Church to the ceremony.  Mr. Church had injured his back in a work accident and is unable to stand or sit for extended periods.  In short he must travel reclined.

The Marines of Detachment 1298 immediately took up the challenge and began inquiring about the availability of recreational vehicles (RVs) to rent or borrow for the trip and raising money for the family’s expenses.  The Marines of the Detachment opened their hearts and began donating funds; a plea went out to the Department of North Carolina Detachments. The Swansboro Detachment 1407, Mountaineer Detachment 1320 and Table Rock Detachment sent large checks   A Marine from the Swansboro Detachment 1407 and the Brushy Mountain Detachment matched the donations with personal checks.  The Sparta Methodist Church, Woodruff Sunday School Class made a large donation and with the seventeen individual donations received, the Church Family’s expenses were covered!

The RV problem was solved when Mr. Edward L. Irvin, of Winston-Salem, NC donated the use of his RV!  The Church family was able to make the graduation and District Vice Commandant GySgt Chuck Wright USMC (Ret), Mountaineer Detachment 1320 and Detachment 1298 Senior Vice Commandant and former Drill Instructor MGySgt John U Irwin Jr USMC (Ret) also attended the Graduation to welcome the new Marine to the Corps!  Once again the Marines of the Walter F. Osborne Jr, Detachment 1298, with the help of fellow Detachments and the community were able to make the dreams of a proud family come true! 
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Historical Events for the Month of January
10 January 1995: The Pentagon announced that 2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia for Operation United Shield to assist in the final withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from Somalia. The decision came in response to a UN request for American protection of its peacekeeping forces serving in the war-torn African nation.
11 January 1945: The first elements of Marine Aircraft Group 24, commanded by Colonel Lyle H. Meyer, landed at Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine Islands, to provide close air support for Army forces. Over the next three months, MAG-24 and MAG-32 would fly a total of 8,842 combat sorties and drop more than 19,000 bombs as part of the Fifth Air Force in support of the Sixth Army.
16 January 1991: Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm as forces of the allied coalition launched an all-out air campaign against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an effort to liberate Kuwait and enforce the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. Overall, in the theater of operations, the coalition forces included more than 415,000 U.S. troops. 
18 January 1951: Marines of the 1st Marine Division began mopping-up operations against guerrillas in the Pohang area, South Korea, following the Division's return from its epic battle with Communist Chinese troops at the Chosin (Changjin) Reservoir. 
20 January 1968: The second battle for Khe Sanh began when Marines from the 3d Battalion, 26th Marines attacked a North Vietnamese battalion between Hill 881 South and Hill 881 North. More than 100 of the enemy were killed. 
21 January 1918: The 1st Aeronautical Company arrived at Ponta Delgada, Azores, for anti-submarine duty. That unit was one of the first completely equipped American aviation units to serve overseas in World War I. 
22 January 1969: Operation Dewey Canyon, perhaps the most successful high-mobility regimental-size action of the Vietnam War, began in the A Shau/Da Krong Valleys when the 9th Marines, commanded by Colonel Robert H. Barrow, and supporting artillery were lifted from Quang Tri. By 18 March the enemy's base area had been cleared out, 1617 enemy dead had been counted, and more than 500 tons of weapons and ammunition unearthed. 
25 January 1856: Marines and seamen from the U.S. sloop Decatur went ashore at the village of Seattle, Washington, to protect settlers from Indian raids. The Indians launched a seven-hour attack but were driven off later that day after suffering severe losses. Incredibly, only two civilian volunteers were killed and no Marines or sailors were lost. 
27 January 1988: About 400 Marines and sailors from the 2d Marine Division, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing, and 2d Force Service Support Group deployed for the Persian Gulf. The Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) CM 2-88 would relieve Contingency MAGTF 1-88 in the volatile Persian Gulf and provide the effective landing force capability to Joint Task Force Middle East. 
29 January 1991: The first serious ground fighting of Operation Desert Storm broke out when Iraqi troops mounted an attack into Saudi Arabia along a 40-mile front. Iraqi units centered their efforts on Khafji, a port city six miles south of the border. Saudi and Quatari troops, supported by artillery from the 1st Marine Division and attack helicopters and other allied coalition aircraft, recaptured the town two days later.
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Minutes


With a quorum present (9) the Detachment 1298 monthly meeting was called to order at 1830 hours.  Present for the meeting were:  Joe Hornung, Suzanne & Madge Irwin, Brenda and John Irwin, Robert & Lois Overbay, Dan Buckle Jr., and Bill Sebastian


Applications for Membership:  Harrold L Church III, approved


Minutes of Previous Meeting: Approved unanimously


Correspondence: Certificates of Appreciation, Thank you letter Church’s, Thank you Alleghany Educational Foundation, and Donation Letter   


Report of the Paymaster: John Irwin.  


General Funds: See Attached Paymasters report


Report of Sick or Distressed:  Bill Crosby, cancer, Eddie Kluttz hospitalized with a kidney infection.  


Report of Officers: None  


Report of Standing Committees:  


Ball:  John Irwin, Chairman, Bobby and Suzanne Irwin and Robert Overbay appointed for 2016 Ball  


Veterans Visitation:  S.L. Walden Chairman, No Report


Float:   Bryan Pugh, Chairman, No Report


Scholarship: John Irwin, Chairman, Suzanne Irwin, Robert Overbay, and Bryan Pugh appointed for 2016


Report of Special Committees:  


Election Committee: Joe Hornung Chairman, appointed for 2016


Unfinished Business:    None


New business: Appointment to various Committees made, see above.


Motion was made to transfer $1,000 from checking to savings, by Brenda Irwin seconded by Joe Hornung, passed unanimously.


Motion was made to make a payment to Alleghany Educational Foundation for $1,000 by Brenda Irwin, seconded by Joe Hornung, passed unanimously.


It was discussed when to have the drawing for the entertainment center.  It was agreed to have a raffle in June of this year for the donated item.


Senior Vice Commandant John Irwin advised that the application for Alleghany Cares Day has been made.  Awaiting the Alleghany Cares Board meeting for their decision.





Renewal Notices:


NONE UNTIL April!!





  








PAGE  
5

